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14 // BEURSTRAVERSE
P. de Bruijn (1986-1996), interior by J. Jerde
The Beurstraverse, locally known as the Koopgoot or ‘buying trench’,
runs under Coolsingel. Situated below street level but mostly open to
the air, this shopping street has many major chain stores, including
HEMA, Zara and H&M. Children just love the water fountains.

15 // SCHIELANDSHUIS
J. Lois in collaboration with P. Post (1662-1665)
Just past the corner of the HEMA department store, you now see the
oldest building in the city, the Schielandshuis. Named after the Dike
Board of Schieland, which moved into the premises in 1665, the Schie-
landhuis was built in Dutch classic style with baroque details. When
Napoleon visited Rotterdam in 1811, he stayed here. The Schielandshuis
was painstakingly restored between 1981 and 1985, and now houses
the Rotterdam History Museum.

TIP Visit the special ‘City of Rotterdammers’ multimedia
exhibition in the Schielandshuis. The story starts in 1880, the
point at which Rotterdam began to develop into a metropolis,
and it maps out the city’s plans for the future.

16 // LAURENSKERK
Behind Hoogstraat is the Grote of Sint Laurenskerk (St. Laurens Church),
named after the patron saint of the city. The building took on its present
form in about 1525, but was hit heavily during the bombing of 14 May
1940. The church was only opened again to the public in 1968. Feel free
to look inside, at the beautiful tombstones and the authentic chancel
work. In the summer months, all sorts of performances are held on the
open-air stage at Grote Kerkplein square in front of the church.

TIP The Laurenskerk will be opening a permanent exhibition
in 2010 featuring all sorts of interesting facts and stories about
the history of the church.

17 // DESIDERIUS ERASMUS
Hendrick de Keyser (1622)
This is the oldest statue in the Netherlands! It stands in Grote Kerkplein,
just a stone’s throw from the Laurenskerk. The philosopher Erasmus
was born in Rotterdam around 1468. If you are interested in learning
more about Erasmus, feel free to visit the Erasmus House, located just
behind the statue.

18 // CENTRAL LIBRARY
J. Boot (Van den Broek and Bakema, 1983)
The biggest public library in the Netherlands is located on Binnenrotte.
The tiered building has six floors and is truly eye-catching. Take the
escalator up and look out over the city through the massive windows.
The striking yellow pipes on the outside – which supply fresh air to
the building – are reminiscent of the Centre Pompidou in Paris. 

TIP Every Tuesday and Saturday, Binnenrotte is transformed
into the biggest market in Rotterdam. You can find a wide va-
riety of goods here, from fresh vegetables and fish to second-
hand shoes and handy tools.

19 // MAAGD VAN HOLLAND QUARTER (MAHO)
Come see where the street scene once so characteristic of Rotterdam
transformed within a couple of years into a hip, cosmopolitan environ-
ment. A wide range of stores, from clothing to furniture, from designer
to second-hand, offer something for everyone. MaHo is also the place
to be for a drink or bite to eat; you may have a hard time choosing from
the variety of coffee bars, pubs, lunchrooms, take-aways and restau-
rants on offer.

TIP The spacious Depot Rotterdam design shop at Pannen-
koekstraat 66a sells beautiful classics and contemporary de-
signs. This is also a good place for original designer gifts. 

20 // BLAAK STATION
H.C.H. Reijnders (1993)
Since it was roofed in, Blaak Station has resembled a flying saucer.
The construction is suspended from a massive steel arch decorated
with neon lighting in two colours. If the blue light is on, then the
train is travelling in the direction of the river. If it is yellow, then the
train is heading for the city. Rotterdammers have nicknamed the sta-
tion ‘the teakettle’.

21 // CUBE HOUSES
Piet Blom (1978-1984)
Piet Blom was commissioned to create an unusual bridge over the busy
access road between Blaak and the Oudehaven harbour. The world-
famous result is the Cube Houses, also known as the Blaakse Bos. Each
dwelling consists of three floors, with the staircase in the supporting
pile. Curious? Then pay a visit to the Kijk-kubus Museum house and

see a cube house from the inside. Soon you’ll even be able to spend a
night there; Stayokay will be opening a new hostel there in June 2009. 

22 // OUDEHAVEN (OLD HARBOUR)
Historic ships contrast beautifully with the modern backdrop of the
Oudehaven. This is where the first skyscraper in Europe was built in
1898: the White House by architect W. Molenhoek. In summertime, the
pavement cafés are packed until late at night. Even when the weather
is colder, the Oudehaven is a popular entertainment area with the
locals for wining, dining and dancing.

23 // VERWOESTE STAD (DEVASTATED CITY)
Ossip Zadkine (1951)
This bronze work of art is the city’s main war memorial. The hole in the
body symbolises how Rotterdam was cut to the heart by the German
bombs.

24 // MARITIME MUSEUM ROTTERDAM
W.G. Quist (1981-1986)
The oldest maritime museum in the Netherlands. The collection now
contains half a million maritime artefacts. Diverse exhibitions can be
found here, including Main Port Live, an impressive multimedia pre-
sentation of the dynamic port city of Rotterdam. Don’t miss the steam
ship ‘Buffel’, which recently reopened its decks to the public following
renovations.

25 // HARBOUR MUSEUM
The Harbour Museum is a ‘working’ museum, offering free admission
to the public. Ships sail in and out, cranes operate and traditional crafts
are demonstrated, so there is always something for the whole family
to do here. The Leuvehaven features all kinds of boats and barges, as
well as a grain elevator. 

TIP On Boompjes you walk past the Vlaggenparade, where
230 flags flutter day and night. The flags of all 180 nationa-
lities recognised by the Netherlands are on display here.

9 // ROTTERDAM SCHOUWBURG
W.G. Quist (1982-1988)
The Schouwburgplein square derives its name from the minimalist,
cube-shaped municipal theatre across the way, the Rotterdam Schouw-
burg. Many shows are produced here every year, varying from classical
ballet to experimental multimedia theatre. Vertical loading and unloa-
ding is done using the ingenious ‘lorry lift’ on the outside of the building.
The sculptures on the front are by George Rickey; they are designed
to move in the wind.

TIP Floor Restaurant, located next to the Rotterdam Schouw-
burg, is a great place to enjoy a deluxe sandwich, a lavish
dinner or a drink, for example before or after a show. In the
summer, the sunny city garden is a wonderful spot to sit 
outside.

10 // LIJNBAAN
J.H. van den Broek and J.B. Bakema (1953)
Ever since it opened in 1953, Lijnbaan has been the busiest shopping
street in the greater Rotterdam area. It was Europe’s first pedestria-
nised shopping area. Nowadays it offers a choice of large stores and
small boutiques, with well-known brand names and chains such as
Diesel, Tommy Hilfiger, Mango and Invito.

11 // STADHUISPLEIN
Stadhuisplein, with its many bars and pavement cafés, is a popular
place for both locals and visitors to gather. Situated prominently in
the middle of the square, Mari Andriessen’s war memorial
‘Monument voor de gevallenen’ consists of two men, a woman and a
child (representing the past, present and future). The resistance
monument is a tribute to the people of Rotterdam who sacrificed
their lives for the liberation of the country during World War II.

TIP Drop by at Studio Hergebruik at Coolsingel 53. In this
shop, also an exhibition space, you will find work by various
artists who renew and recycle materials in interesting ways.

12 // CITY HALL
Henri Evers (1912-1920)
On 15 July 1915, Queen Wilhelmina laid the foundation stone for City
Hall on Coolsingel, opposite Stadhuisplein. The monumental building
has a symmetrical design, constructed around a courtyard, with the main
entrance in the middle. The courtyard, laid out as a small park, can
be accessed via the street which runs through the middle of City Hall.

13 // BEURS/WTC
J.F. Staal (1925-1940) / R.B. van Erk and A.H. Verbeek (1986)
The former stock exchange designed by J.F. Staal, built before the War,
was the first building to be restored after the occupation. The World
Trade Center, the superstructure of the 90-metre green stock exchange
building, dates back to 1986.

TIP Take a break, either outside or inside, at pavement café
and brasserie Staal. Stylish and always nice and busy, Staal
is patronised by businesspeople and shoppers alike.

1 // CENTRAL STATION
Team CS (2006-2012)
The Central Station will be undergoing a radical metamorphosis, with
work scheduled to continue through 2012. The arrival of the interna-
tional high-speed line (HSL), the introduction of a regional Randstad
rail line and a completely revamped station building will make the
station area an attractive and dynamic public transport hub, acting as
the international gateway to the centre of Rotterdam. The design of the
new Central Station is the work of Team CS, comprising three firms
of architects - Benthem Crouwel, Meyer & Van Schooten and West 8. 

2 // NATIONALE NEDERLANDEN
Abe Bonnema (1986-1991)
The higher of the two prominent, reflective towers stands at a little over
151 metres. This impressive height makes this Nationale Nederlanden
office building the tallest of its kind in the Netherlands.

3 // GROOTHANDELSGEBOUW
H.A. Maaskant and W. van Tijen (1947-1953)
A good example of early 1950s reconstruction. After World War II, firms
which had previously been scattered throughout the city centre set up
business here. 220 metres long and 85 metres wide, it was the largest
multi-tenant building in Europe at the time. An extremely ingenious
network of pathways intersecting the building – about 1.5 kilometres
in total – facilitate loading and unloading. Nearly 130 businesses and
shops are currently housed in this structure. The Groothandelsgebouw
was recently designated a listed building.

TIP Grand café and restaurant Engels has been a household
name in Rotterdam for over 100 years. It is also home to the
VVV Rotterdam Info Café, where you can find tourist infor-
mation on Rotterdam while enjoying a delicious lunch or cup
of coffee.

4 // CONCERT AND CONFERENCE CENTRE DE DOELEN
E.H. and H.M. Kraaijvanger, in collaboration with 
R.H. Fledderus (1955-1966) / Jan Hoogstad (2000) 
Named after the former music centre that was destroyed during the
bombing of May 1940. In 2000, new conference facilities were built on
the roof and above the old inner courtyard. Symphonic concerts (e.g.
from the Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra) are held regularly in the
main auditorium and its smaller counterpart, but De Doelen also presents
world music and children’s concerts.

TIP Come soak up the atmosphere during a great jazz concert
in the Doelencafé on a Sunday afternoon (free admission).

5 // MILLENNIUM TOWER
Web Zerafa Menkes Housden (2000)
The Millennium Tower houses such prestigious establishments as the
Westin Hotel, which occupies the first 14 floors of the 131-metre sky-
scraper. The Westin is one of the most modern and luxurious hotels in
the city.

6 // PLAZA
Ellerman, Lucas, Van Vugt (1984-1992)
Multifunctional building with office space, a residential tower, a multi-
storey car park, a shopping centre and a casino. The golden-coloured
image of Flora above the entrance was created by British artist Theo
Crosby.

7 // KRUISKADE
This shopping street boasts find a wide variety of shops, restaurants
and clubs, including the ‘master of the made-to-measure suit’ Oger,
Akkerman’s inspiring optics, the Cartier jewellery house and trendy
shoe shop Shoebaloo. For a night on the town, check out Off_Corso or
the Thalia Lounge.

8 // SCHOUWBURGPLEIN
Adriaan Geuze (1992-1997)
Surrounded by De Doelen, the Rotterdam Schouwburg and Pathé cine-
ma, the Schouwburgplein is an unorthodox variation on the classical
square. This light metal construction incorporates wood, rubber and
concrete, built atop the roof of a multi-storey car park. In good weather,
the square is a lively meeting place, where you can sit on a bench or
at one of the many pavement cafés and enjoy the sunshine.

4 // DE DOELEN

3 // GROOTHANDELSGEBOUW

VVV ROTTERDAM INFO CAFE

13 BEURS/WTC // 14 BEURSTRAVERSE 

18 CENTRAL LIBRARY // 21 CUBE HOUSES

22 // OUDEHAVEN

 



ROAMING
ROTTERDAM
WALKING TOUR THROUGH THE CENTRE

WELCOME TO ROTTERDAM!
Rotterdam is a young international city on the water, which will amaze
and inspire you. Rotterdam’s skyline is expanding and changing all the
time, because they aren’t afraid to take risks here when it comes to
rebuilding! This brochure will guide you past the many architectural
and cultural tours de force and provide you with some surprising tips.
The route is also marked on the green pedestrian road signs throughout
the city. Enjoy exploring Rotterdam!

ABOUT 2 HOURS / FOLLOW THE SIGNS WITH

luxury apartments, restaurants and shops. Many sailing ships are tied
up in the charming and authentic Veerhaven. On Willemskade, you
will find the Wereldmuseum, which will be opening its doors again in
September 2009 following extensive renovations. Sample and savour
the atmosphere of the port of Rotterdam with the Rotterdam Port
Experience, an interactive exploration of the biggest port in Europe. 

TIP Take a sailing tour on one of the modern Spido ships and
experience Rotterdam in an unforgettable way from the water.

28 // TAX & CUSTOMS MUSEUM
This museum presents an interesting overview of centuries of smugg-
ling, fraud, tax evasion and failed transactions. Children will enjoy the
special smugglers’ trip. 

29 // EUROMAST
Maaskant (1960)
The Euromast was designed to mark the Floriade in 1960, when the
concrete skeleton was built in just 23 days. At the time, the 104-metre
tower was the highest in the Netherlands. The narrow Space Tower was
added ten years later, raising the Euromast even higher. The rotating
Euroscope elevator carries you soaring to the top of the Euromast,
185 metres in the air. Located at 100 metres, the restaurant was restyled
by top Dutch designer Jan de Bouvrie in 2004 and offers the oppor-
tunity to enjoy a light or more lavish meal. Dining at such a great height
is a truly spectacular experience, with Rotterdam at your feet.

TIP Do you have what it takes to hang suspended in midair,
100 metres above the streets of Rotterdam? From May to the
end of September, daredevils can abseil from the top of the
Euromast Tower. Or check out the Discovery Tour, a multi-
media tour featuring all sorts of fun audio and video clips
from the city’s past and present.

EXTRA WALKING TOUR THROUGH LLOYDKWARTIER
Just across the bridge, you will find yourself in the middle of the bustling
Lloydkwartier. This part of the city attempts to create the perfect balance
between living, working and leisure. Modern houses and offices now line
the Müllerpier. Lloyd Multiplein is a popular venue for all sorts of events,
including sports matches on the football and basketball pitches. If it’s
drama, opera or dance you’re looking for, then you’ll enjoy the O.T.
Theatre, where the Onafhankelijk Toneel rehearses and performs. The

26 // ERASMUS BRIDGE
Ben van Berkel (1996)
The 800-metre long Erasmus Bridge spans the Maas River and links
the northern and southern parts of Rotterdam. The suspension bridge
has a 139-metre high steel pylon, which is secured with 40 cables.
The shape of the pylon gave the bridge its nickname, ‘The Swan’. The
Erasmus Bridge is the icon of the city of Rotterdam.

EXTRA WALKING TOUR, KOP VAN ZUID
It is worth your while to deviate from the route here, to enter Kop van Zuid
via the Erasmus Bridge. The Luxor Theatre at the foot of the Erasmus
Bridge regularly presents musicals and other popular shows. The buil-
ding’s red colour and minimalist lines are immediately recognisable.
When the Maastoren is completed in 2009, a new icon will appear on the
Rotterdam horizon. This 165-metre office building will be assuming the
status of the highest office building in the Netherlands, taking over the
title from the Nationale Nederlanden tower in Rotterdam. The former
departure and arrival halls of the Holland-America Line now house the
Cruise Terminal Rotterdam, as well as Café Rotterdam on the riverbank.
The waterfront terrace offers a magnificent view of the Erasmus Bridge
and the city’s skyline. The recently renovated warehouse Las Palmas is
home to the Nederlands Fotomuseum, one of the main centres for photo-
graphy in the country. The famous cuisinier Herman den Blijker has also
taken up residence in Las Palmas, running a highly popular fish restau-
rant. On Koninginnenhoofd you will find Hotel New York, which once
served as the head office of the Holland-America Line. Today, the nine-
teenth-century building is a lively bar, restaurant and hotel. Next to Hotel
New York, the highest residential tower in the Netherlands soars high
above the city. The Montevideo tower also has various bars and restaurants
at ground level. A bit farther to the south, the ss Rotterdam lies moored.
Following many years of faithful service, this famous steamship is now
back in its home port for good. If you would like to take a fun, original
break from your walking tour as you continue on your way, then board
a water taxi at Hotel New York and it will take you to the Veerhaven.

27 // SCHEEPVAARTKWARTIER
This old district of Rotterdam was once home to the city’s shipping
companies and port barons. The monumental and often richly adorned
premises are a reminder of this period. Nowadays, the shipping offices,
trading houses, consulates and government departments alternate with

Schiecentrale, the 25KV building and the trendy multimedia design
hotel and restaurant Stroom are all housed in a former power station on
Lloydstraat. This place is referred to as the heart of Rotterdam’s creative
and audiovisual industry. The eye-catching architectural feature on the
Lloydpier is the tower of the Scheepvaart- en Transportcollege school,
designed by Neutelings Riedijk Architecten.

30 // WESTELIJK HANDELSTERREIN
Renovations on the Westelijk Handelsterrein building complex, a listed
building dating from 1894, were completed in 2002. The covered war-
ren of shops and restaurants comprises a collection of 36 warehouses
lining passageways on two floors. In the same spaces where trade was
once conducted, art, entertainment and shopping now go hand in hand.
In just a few steps you can move from a gallery to a wine bar, or from a
restaurant to a lounge club. 

31 // KUNSTHAL
Rem Koolhaas and Fumi Hoshino (1989-1992)
The Kunsthal is one of Rem Koolhaas’s early designs and a work of art
in its own right. About 25 exhibitions a year are held here, presenting
culture in the broadest sense of the word: classical art, modern art,
design and photography, from elite to popular. A 1992 sculpture by Henk
Visch graces the roof.

TIP Catch your breath and enjoy the quiet and artistic 
surroundings in the Kunsthalcafé.

32 // NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM
J.F. Metzelaar (1850), E. van Egeraat (1995)
The Natural History Museum can be found in the former villa Dijkzigt,
which belonged to the shipping family Van Hoboken, opposite the
Kunsthal. One of the more striking features in the museum is the ske-
leton of a 15-metre sperm whale, which adorns the entrance hall. In
1995, the museum was extended with a modern glass pavilion.

33 // MUSEUMPARK
Until just before the Second World War, the Museumpark was just a
stretch of grass where cattle grazed. One of the first buildings to be
erected on the land was Museum Boijmans Van Beuningen. This was
followed by exclusive villas in the New Movement architectural style.
Examples of this functionalist, innovative style include Huis Sonne-
veld (1933) by architects J.A. Brinkman and L.C. Van der Vlugt, who also

41 // CAFÉ DE UNIE
J.J.P. Oud (1925)
Before the bombing of May 1940, Café De Unie (1925) was on Cool-
singel. Its replica was built on Westersingel in 1986. The bar, restaurant
and cultural centre were designed by architect J.J.P Oud; you can’t miss
it among the nineteenth-century buildings. The front of the building,
covered in shapes in the primary colours blue, yellow and red, is
characteristic of De Stijl school of architecture from the 1930s.

42 // WEST-KRUISKADE
Come to the best multicultural street in the Netherlands for something
different than your average Dutch shopping centre. At the beginning
of West-Kruiskade you will find Rotterdam’s Chinatown, with its Chi-
nese supermarkets and authentic restaurants. Further along the road,
shops sell embroidered silks, gold sold by the ounce, Japanese pottery
for next to nothing, carp in aquariums, American streetwear and Turkish
and Moroccan delicacies. This part of the city is home to more than 150
nationalities, so it’s a great place to encounter the whole world. If you’re
looking for a fun night out, check out the world’s first sustainable
dance club at WATT.

VVV ROTTERDAM STORE
The perfect source  for all the information you need on entertainment,
nightlife, museums, hotels and shops, the store also sells tickets (e.g.
through Eventim) and the greatest gifts. Coolsingel 5 (under the Hilton
Hotel), open daily, tel. +31 (0)10 271 01 20 
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37 // WITTE DE WITHSTRAAT

38 // TENT.

32 // NATUURHISTORISCH MUSEUM 

WILLEMSKADE

34 // MUSEUM BOIJMANS VAN BEUNINGEN

30 // WESTELIJK HANDELSTERREIN

26 // ERASMUS BRIDGE / KOP VAN ZUID

NEW LUXOR THEATRE

35 // NAI

designed the Van Nelle factory and the current Chabot Museum, de-
signed by architects G.W. Baas and L. Stokla. The Chabot was radically
renovated in 2008. Work is still being done on the Museumpark itself
to accommodate a large parking facility underneath the park.

34 // MUSEUM BOIJMANS VAN BEUNINGEN
A. van der Steur (1928-1935) / A. Bodon (1963-1972) /
Daem & Robbrecht (2000-2003)
Rotterdam’s leading gallery is Museum Boijmans Van Beuningen, which
houses a large collection of classical and modern art. From Rembrandt
to Dali, Boijmans is home to a wide variety of old and new masters.
The museum also houses a unique collection of visual art and design.
Temporary exhibitions present the innovative work of contemporary
artists and designers from the Netherlands and abroad.

35 // NETHERLANDS ARCHITECTURE INSTITUTE (NAI)
Jo Coenen (1993)
The NAi is a must-see for architecture aficionados. The institute houses
some 15 temporary exhibitions every year on architecture, urban de-
velopment and spatial planning. The permanent exhibition ‘Living in
the Lowlands’ provides a clear overview of developments in Dutch
architecture, painting a picture of domestic life in the Netherlands over
the past 150 years. The striking sculpture which stands in the water
in front of the NAi is by the artist Auke de Vries, who also designed the
Maasbeeld sculpture (nicknamed ‘the washing line’) near the Willems
Bridge. An admission ticket for the NAi is also valid for Huis Sonneveld
(see Museumpark), which offers an interesting audio tour.

36 // SYLVETTE
Sylvette, on the corner near Boijmans Van Beuningen, is a sculpture
created jointly by Carl Nesjar and Pablo Picasso. Picasso had his small
sculpture enlarged using a technique developed by Nesjar. Sylvette was
a woman who Picasso admired in the period around 1958.

37 // WITTE DE WITHSTRAAT
From casino to art gallery, from criminal to artist. This encapsulates
the incredible metamorphosis of Witte de Withstraat, today the street of
art and culture in Rotterdam. You can easily spend a whole day wande-

ring around there, from museum to gallery, to shop, to bar. The many
bars, which usually stay open until late, are very popular with the locals.

TIP Meet every nationality living in Rotterdam at the fantastic
Bazar eatery, which is always busy and has a great atmos-
phere. It serves tasty and affordable North African cuisine.

38 // WITTE DE WITH AND TENT.
Two centres of contemporary art are located in the same building:
TENT. on the ground floor and Witte de With on the floors above. Witte
de With explores the latest trends in art and is not afraid to venture
outside the traditional circuit. TENT. is very Rotterdam: international,
contemporary, risky and dynamic.

39 // WESTBLAAK SKATEPARK
One of the best skateparks in the Netherlands is on Westblaak. Every-
thing is made of stainless steel. The brightly coloured lines on the
smooth asphalt add extra dynamism to the skaters’ moves.

40 // WESTERSINGEL
In 1859, Westersingel was constructed as part of a water project, mainly
to enhance the water management and improve hygiene in the old city.
Most of the buildings in Westersingel, Eendrachtsweg and Mauritsweg
date from the nineteenth century and were designed for the upper
class. Westersingel forms part of the city’s cultural axis. A section of
it is on the sculpture route, featuring work by major sculptors such as
Rodin, Carel Visser, Joel Shapiro en Umberto Mastroianni.


